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DREW AND JULIENNE 
STATHIS SPENT $37,500 
ON AN UPSCALE BATHROOM 
REMODEL THAT INCLUDES 
A JACUZZI, NEW SHOWER 
AND TOP-OF-THE-LINE 
FIXTURES. THEY HOPE IT 
WILL MAKE THEIR HOME 
EASIER TO SELL. PHOTOGRAPHS BY LISE METZGER
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Cabinets.

Countertops.

Sinks.

A BETTER BATH

Cabinets and sinks.

Toilet and tub.
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REPLACEMENTS

Windows.
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The table shows the national average price tag, and the percent-
age recouped at sale, for 17 popular projects. If your area has a lot 
of new homes on the market, your return will be less because buy-
ers would rather purchase a new house with builder incentives than 
a remodeled home. Costs are based on figures from HomeTech  

Information Systems, which develops software for estimating re-
modeling costs. The percentage of cost recouped at resale is based 
on estimates by members of the National Association of Realtors. 
The payback varies by region. Single-city reports for 60 cities are 
available free at http://costvalue.remodelingmagazine.com.

HOW MUCH WILL YOU GET BACK?
●● REMODELING AND RESALE

REMODEL

Project Price
% recouped  

at sale

Minor kitchen, midrange $21,185 83%

Bathroom, midrange 15,789 78

Major kitchen, midrange 55,503 78

Attic bedroom, midrange 46,691 77

Basement, midrange 59,435 75

Major kitchen, upscale 109,394 74

Bathroom, upscale 50,590 68

Home office, midrange 27,193 57

REPLACEMENT

Project Price
% recouped  

at sale

Fiber-cement siding, upscale $13,212 88%

Vinyl siding, midrange 9,910 83

Wood windows, midrange 11,384 81

Vinyl windows, upscale 13,479 81

Foam-backed vinyl siding, upscale 12,132 80

Vinyl windows, midrange 10,448 79

Wood windows, upscale 17,383 79

Fiberglass asphalt roofing, midrange 18,042 67

Steel roofing, upscale 33,151 66
SOURCE: Remodeling magazine’s “2007 Cost vs. Value Report”

Siding.

Roofing.
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MAYBE YOUR DEN IS ALREADY 

SCREEN, STYLE AND EXTRAS

SAMSUNG LN-T3253H  

RETAIL PRICE: $1,300

BRILLIANCE FOR LESS

SHARP AQUOS LC-32D43U

RETAIL PRICE: $1,100

High Def  
for Less  
Than $1,000
BY JEFF BERTOLUCCI
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37-INCH VIEWING ON A BUDGET

VIZIO VX37L

RETAIL PRICE: $800
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SAMSUNG  
LN-T3253H  

$1,300

THE BIGGER CHOICE

TOSHIBA REGZA 37HL67

RETAIL PRICE: $1,200

» LIVING // TECH


