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LIVING // HOME

lighting and accent lighting, such as
under-cabinet fixtures.

Cabinets. If your kitchen is kaput, re-
vamp the cabinets first because they
are the most prominent element. You
can refinish your current cabinets or
reface them—that is, put on new doors
and drawer fronts and re-cover the
frames with plywood stained or paint-
ed to match. Both of these projects can
run into some serious money. Simply
painting primed cabinets can cost
$4,000 to $6,000. Refacing costs de-
pend on the type of wood you choose
(oak is the least expensive; maple and
cherry come next) but can run from
$6,000 to $15,000. New cabinets will
cost a few thousand dollars to more
than $30,000, depending on the type
of wood and level of custom fit.

Countertops. Laminates have improved
in quality over the years and run

$25 to $50 per linear foot. But more
people choose granite, natural stone
or Silestone, a manufactured stone
made from quartz and resin that rang-
es from $50 to $125 per linear foot.
(Pricing includes installation but not
charges for cutouts, such as sinks.)
Kimberly Sweet, editor of Kitchens
.com, notes that although granite is
still popular, custom materials, such as
recycled glass and concrete, are show-
ing up in high-end homes.

Sinks. When you get a new countertop,
it’s a good time to replace your sink

and faucet. Under-mount sinks are
elegant and practical—they offer clean
lines and, because there’s no lip to
meet the counter, spills easily wipe
into the basin. Most popular are
heavy-gauge stainless-steel and cast-
iron sinks, which cost about $1,000.
The current trend in faucets is higher-
arced spouts and single spouts with
pullout sprays. Although about $200
will buy a good-quality model, prices
ratchet up quickly; $1,000 for a luxury
brand with all-stainless construction
isn’t uncommon.

ABETTERBATH

For a top-to-bottom makeover, expect
to spend at least $15,000, but the

price can soar as you add upscale
elements. Sweeney says that outlays
for waterproofing and plumbing can
often cause the bathroom to cost more
per square foot than the kitchen.

For a modest redo, a fresh coat of
paint and new hardware go a long
way toward changing the look of your
bathroom. Coordinated hardware
sets—towel bars, hooks, tissue holders
and built-in soap and toothbrush
holders—range from $25 to $150
per piece. Light bars run $75 to $150,
on average.

Installing new tile flooring or tile
accents is another way to refresh
without spending a mint. Designer
Jessica Cannon, of Expo Design
Center in Fairfax, Va., recommends
natural stone for its artistic qualities.
Natural-stone tile runs $15 to $18 per

square foot including installation,
versus $12 to $15 for porcelain or
ceramic tile. For accent, glass tiles

and mosaics create a dramatic look,
but both the materials and installation
are pricey. Tile and mosaic sheets

run $25 to $50 per square foot, and
installation adds another $15 per
square foot.

Cabinets and sinks. Often all you need to
transform dull cabinetry is trim and
detail work, says Paul Zuch, president
of Capital Improvements, in Allen,
Tex. Costs per linear foot for tradi-
tional-looking cabinets and counter-
tops are similar to those in the kitch-
en. More people are moving away
from the traditional, though, and
replacing built-in cabinets with furni-
ture-like pieces. Vanities range from
$1,000 to $3,000 and may include a
sink—either under-mounted or as a
vessel bowl, which sits on top of the
counter. Increasingly, vanity sets are
being made with his-and-her sinks.
Bathroom sinks may run $500 or
more. Sinks are often included in
a vanity set, but faucets typically
are not. Faucets range from a few
hundred dollars to more than $1,000,
depending on the materials and
quality. Installation of a new sink and
faucet plus removal of the old costs
about $700.

Toilet and tub. Toilets are an easy re-
placement because they fit over the
existing plumbing. Builder-grade
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REMODELING AND RESALE

HOW MUCH WILL YOU GET BACK?

The table shows the national average price tag, and the percent-
age recouped at sale, for 17 popular projects. If your area has a lot
of new homes on the market, your return will be less because buy-
ers would rather purchase a new house with builder incentives than
aremodeled home. Costs are based on figures from HomeTech

Information Systems, which develops software for estimating re-
modeling costs. The percentage of cost recouped at resale is based
on estimates by members of the National Association of Realtors.
The payback varies by region. Single-city reports for 60 cities are
available free at http://costvalue.remodelingmagazine.com.

REMODEL REPLACEMENT

Project

Minor kitchen, midrange
Bathroom, midrange
Major kitchen, midrange
Attic bedroom, midrange
Basement, midrange
Major kitchen, upscale
Bathroom, upscale
Home office, midrange

SOURCE: Remodeling magazine's “2007 Cost vs. Value Report”

models run $200 to $300, while more-
decorative models cost $500 to $600.
You can buy a high-efficiency model
that uses 1.3 gallons or less per flush
for less than $400. Removing the

old and installing the new costs about
$300. Replacing your tub will be a
more expensive job, with prices
ranging from $350 to $1,000 just for
the tub and $550 for removal and
installation.

REPLACEMENTS
Replacements are boorish cousins to
sleek remodels, but replacements are
more likely to return your money
when you sell.

Windows. Framing material makes the
greatest difference in the cost of re-
placement windows. Your choices,
from least to most expensive, are alu-
minum, vinyl and wood. Sweeney
gives vinyl windows the value stamp
because they require no staining or
sealing and fit easily into existing
frames. They are also more energy-
efficient than aluminum windows. For
a typical house, vinyl windows would
cost $10,000 to $14,000, and wood

windows would cost $11,000 to
$18,000. Wood windows require more
work to install because you have to
remove the whole frame and replace
interior and exterior trim. Regardless
of which type you choose, Sweeney
and Zuch recommend the Marvin,
Pella and Andersen brands.

Windows that have two layers of
glass are best, ideally with argon gas
between the layers. Look for a low “U
factor” (the rate at which heat passes
through a window) whether you live
in North Dakota and want to keep the
heat inside or in Mississippi and want
it to stay outside. A low emissivity
(“low €”) coating can help lower the
U factor still further by slowing the
rate of heat passing through.

Siding. Only two forms of siding get
high marks for value. Vinyl is among
the least-expensive products out there,
but it will last 20 years or more and

is easy to install. Plus, today’s vinyl is
attractive, and droves of people are
selecting it, says Sweeney. An average,
midrange vinyl-siding replacement job
runs about $10,000 for materials and
installation; a more upscale, foam-

% recouped % recouped

Price at sale Project Price at sale
$21,185 Fiber-cement siding, upscale $13,212
15,789 Vinyl siding, midrange 9,910
55,503 Wood windows, midrange 11,384
46,691 Vinyl windows, upscale 13,479
59,435 Foam-backed vinyl siding, upscale 12,132
109,394 Vinyl windows, midrange 10,448
50,590 Wood windows, upscale 17,383
27,193 Fiberglass asphalt roofing, midrange 18,042
Steel roofing, upscale 33,151

backed vinyl runs about $12,000.

Fiber-cement siding is more
expensive, but it lasts twice as long.
James Hardie, the leading manufac-
turer, has a 50-year warranty on its
siding, which can handle anything
Mother Nature throws its way. It’s
available in different colors and
textures, even mimicking other types
of siding, such as cedar shake or wood.
Fiber-cement siding costs about
$13,000 for a typical home.

Roofing. Sid Davis, author of Home
Makeovers That Sell, says that curling
or discoloring shingles, or shingles
that are losing the mineral coating
that protects your home, are a sign it
may be time to replace your roof. Di-
mensional shingles, made with pieces
of shingle laminated together for
thickness and texture, are tops for
durability and aesthetics. Whereas a
good three-in-one shingle should last
20 years, dimensional shingles will
last 30 to 50 years and are more resis-
tant to the elements. They also have
color gradations to give your roof a
pleasing look. Average costs range
from $12,000 to $15,000.
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High Def
for Less
Than $S1,000

THESE SCREENS TOP THE LIST FOR
CLARITY, VALUE AND GOOD LOOKS.

BY JEFF BERTOLUCCI

MAYBE YOUR DEN IS ALREADY
filled with the Big Screen,
and now you want some-
thing less gargantuan for
crystal-clear viewing in
your bedroom. Or perhaps
you don’t want your pri-
mary living space to be TV-
centric. We have the hard-
ware for you. For less than
$1,000, you can own a 32- or
37-inch LCD high-definition
TV to fill the video void.

SCREEN, STYLE AND EXTRAS
SAMSUNG LN-T3253H

This stylish, 32-inch TV is
a bit pricier than other HD
sets its size, but its out-
standing picture, sleek
design and extra features
make it worth the money.
With excellent contrast,
brightness and color, the
LN-T3253H does justice to
high-def imagery. But al-
most as impressive is the
package surrounding the
screen. The frame’s glossy
black finish and rounded
edges give the Samsung an
elegant air, and the swivel
base is convenient for turn-
ing the screen from bed to
treadmill. A USB port on
the side lets you easily con-

nect a digital camera (or an
iPod or other music player)
for viewing photos on the
TV. And the set’s three
HDMI ports—two in back
and one located convenient-
ly on the side—are handy for
hooking up equipment, such
as gaming consoles, cam-
corders, cable boxes and
DVD players. You can find
the Samsung LN-T3253H

at big-box discounters and
online stores for $800 to
$900 (what we call the
street price).

Note: None of our four
picks offers 1080p (also
called full HD) resolution.
But with their smaller
screen sizes, you won’t
notice the difference.

BRILLIANCE FOR LESS
SHARP AQUOS LC-32D43U

The LC-32D43U is a very
good 32-inch HDTV that
costs about $100 less than
the Samsung LN-T3253H.
Its brilliant, crisp picture
is as good as the Samsung’s.
Its slim shape and thin
black frame are attractive,
although it’s not as pretty
as the Samsung.

We have only a few quib-
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bles with the Aquos LC-
32D43U. It lacks a swivel
base, which may or may not
be an issue for you, depend-
ing on how you use the TV.
Sharp includes two HDMI
ports, which isn’t bad, but
three would have been
better. And we’d like to see
a USB port. Street price:
$700 to $800.

THE BIGGER CHOICE
TOSHIBA REGZA 37HL67

If a 32-inch screen is too
small but your budget is
capped at $1,000, the Regza
37HL67 is a solid pick. This
37-inch HDTV has a good
picture overall, although
we found its image quality,
including contrast and col-
or, to be a slight step down
from that of the Samsung
and Sharp models. The
Regza’s boxy black frame
lacks panache, but it will
blend with any décor.

You'll find three HDM1T
ports on the 37HL67—all
are on the back, which

makes connecting cables a
bit inconvenient. The Regza
could use a USB connector,
too. Street price: as low as
$900 to $1,000.

37-INCH VIEWING ON A BUDGET
VIZIO VX37L

Upstart Vizio has built a
thriving business by selling
quality HD sets for a lot less
than the big guys. The
VX37L follows this formula
perfectly. Picture quality

is pretty good, but it lacks
the crispness and vibrant
colors of the top-of-the-line
screens. The Vizio’s design
is merely okay: We found
the black border and silver
speakers a bit clunky. Two
HDMI inputs are located
on the back.

Vizio TVs are about value,
not state-of-the-art per-
formance and style. This
one is a solid, 37-inch HDTV
and a very good deal. Street
price: $750 to $800.

ANMSUNG

S
LN-T3253H
$1,300

COURTESY SAMSUNG, WALT DISNEY WORLDWIDE HOME ENTERTAINMENT



